
Behind the Steps of Armengola 
 
After reading and working the legend in the classroom, we took the students to the real 
scenery where the whole story supposedly took place. 
 
We began visiting the different places where the old gates of the walls which surrounded the 
castle and the city were placed. The first one was the Gate of Crevillente which still remains 
next to the ancient University of Santo Domingo. 
 
We followed the “imaginary” line of the medieval lost walls up to the Museum of the Wall. It is 
in the centre of the present city and pays a special attention to the picture of the medieval 
Orihuela represented in the exhibition of the museum. The students could see how the wall 
looked like and could also appreciate not only the remains of some Arabic bathrooms but also 
the basis of some ancient houses. 
 
Next, we visited a church next to the Museum dedicated to the Sevillian Saints of Santas Justa 
y Rufina whom the Christian Mozarabs worshipped with huge devotion and who played an 
important role in the legend. It is said that they illuminated the access to the fortress with two 
lights appearing over it, the night when Armengola and two Christian warriors climbed up the 
castle to free Orihuela from the Muslims.  Inside the church, there are special coats of arms 
with the Saints and the emblem of the city: The Bird Oriol. 
 
After that, we walked to the suburb where the legend happened. Today it is a district of 
Orihuela called “Rabaloche”. There is a street there named after our heroine and also a 
monument to her. We visited the monument and paid a special attention to the text from 
Mossen Jaume Ferrer (which we can also read at the beginning of the book) written in old 
Valencian language, in the seventeenth century. They could also see the illustration of the 
legend in a two-sided mural made of tiles at the same spot. 
 
Very near here, we could see the path which led to the fortress which crowned Orihuela in the 
XIII century. The time of Armengola. 
 
We also visited two of the remaining towers of the wall. The first one called “Embergoñes” 
placed on the surroundings, by the riverside and the second one, “Torreta”, gate of the wall of 
the castle which was thought to be laid next to the famous Treachery Gate (the one Armengola 
used to access the fortress, according to the legend). 
 
Then, we visited the Home of Festivity (“Museo de la Reconquista”), seat of the Moors and 
Christians Association. Inside, we could see the display of several items related to the 
Reconquest of Orihuela: 

- Armengola´s Toison. 
- Armengola´s cape and stick. 
- A picture of Armengola by the famous painter Vicente Navarro. 

 
Beside the Museum, we visited an emblematic place: “Los Pozos de Cremós”, (an old cistern) 
where we found another tile mural about Armengola´s story and a fountain. 
 
To finish this busy day, we walked up the mountain and climbed it until we reached the 
remains of the old fortress where the students could have a breathtaking sight of the whole 
city of Orihuela, the valley in which it lies and the river Segura crossing it. The students were 
able to breathe the atmosphere that surrounded that tragic night in which the main character 
in the legend, Armengola, led the party which freed the city from the Muslims. 


